
Genre Fantasy. Star Nicola Peltz. directed by M. Night Shyamalan. writers M. Night Shyamalan.

. 1 h, 43 Minutes
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While Avatar: The Last Airbender was on the air, I watched it quite sporadically. That obviously meant

that I didn't follow the story very well, but I could tell this was a show worth watching, with an engaging

and complex story, well-developed and enjoyable characters, and a creative premise. This movie is not

that.

One of the first problems I noticed upon watching this was that the acting ranged from sub-par to

downright atrocious. The most notable offender is the protagonist. From the very first line he delivered to

the end, I never believed a word he said.

The pace of the movie is also very out of line. This is what happens when you try to directly convert a

whole year's worth of a television show into a movie which is not at least two and a half hours. Not only

was the story moving at breakneck speed, but almost all character development for anybody other than

Aang or Zuko was excised. As a result, Sokka does nothing for more than the first half of the movie and

then suddenly has a subplot in which he finds love. This takes a dramatic turn when another suddenly
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introduced subplot intervenes.

Further, the exposition is among the worst I have ever heard. There is a scene early on in which Admiral

Zhao blatantly and unnaturally tells most of Zuko's back-story felt more like a fake scene that somebody

would film for a screen writing class as an exaggerated example of bad exposition. There are more

examples (including the largely unneeded narration) but that was the worst.

I will, however, give the film credit on very few points. There is a scene in the big fight scene in which Aang

must confront his own internal conflict that is quite well-done. That scene deserved to be in a much better

movie. The fight scenes were good, as were the special effects.

At least two of the people with whom I watched this movie declared it a good movie (albeit one amended

his commendation to say that the acting was not very good. This movie is a good example of a theory I am

developing which I call, If it feels good, it is good. the name needs work. Basically, back in the day, there

was a certain "feel" to good movies. It was much easier to tell good movies from bad ones because the bad

ones tended to have much lower budgets and thus felt different. However, in recent years, more and more

bad movie ideas are getting the same studio backing as good ones and those lines become heavily blurred.

As a result, there are plenty of just plain terrible movies that are being touted as works of cinematic

genius.
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