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While "The Help" has received TONS of great press and a ton of SAG and other awards, I am also aware that

there is some controversy concerning the film. Some people have felt that the film was a bit paternalistic- as it
might be interpreted as yet another story of a rich, enlightened white lady going out to help all the downtrodden
black folk. I am just not sure if I could see this or not- especially as the black women in the film end up showing

LOTS of strength during the course of the film. BUT, I am also a white guy- and it's not fair for me to automatically
brand the film one way or another. Just be aware that there are a few who resent the idea of this film.

I could discuss the plot, but LOTS of other reviewers have discussed this. So instead, let's talk about what I liked
and didn't like. I liked the acting. The problem, however, is that giving any of these actresses awards is tough as

it's such an ensemble cast. I can truly understand why the Screen Actor's Guild chose to award ALL the cast a joint
award. The direction was very nice and the movie was well filmed. The script was also very nice- and quite

inspiring. My quibbles are VERY small- very, very small. I felt that a few characters were a bit one-dimensional
(particularly the lead villainess. Also, the ending of the film seemed to drag out a bit and wrapping it up a bit

sooner. It wasn't a bad ending- but tightening would have heightened the overall emotional impact.
So my advice for you is to see this film. While I still think "Hugo" is the best nominated film this year, I can see the
merit in "The Help" winning and "The Artist" sure seems to have a lot of momentum. So, do yourself a favor and

see all three- all three are terrific.
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