“Look Away Into Heaven” is a beautiful and moving African-American
Spiritual, not as well-known as some other Spirituals and thus providing
choirs and audiences with something new. It should be sung in a some-
what folk-like style, and not too “classical.” Singers can employ some
gentle scooping (e.g., pick up to m. 2, etc.), and create subtle grace notes
in an intuitive manner (e.g. m. 2, “mornings,” rather than two equal
qguarter notes, the syllable “morn” can be sung as a dotted eighth on
the d followed by a soft sixteenth on the c leading to the ¢ on the fourth
beat.) The song should feel flowing and elastic, while keeping the sense
of pulse. Let the strong emotions of the text create a strong sense of
drama.
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