October 31, 1940: ERNST’S ARRIVAL AT GURS CAMP

P. 31 ENFANTS DEPORTES, ENFANTS SAUVES: LES PETITS REFUGIES JUIFS DU GERS
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October 31, 1940: ERNST’S ARRIVAL AT GURS CAMP

P. 31 ENFANTS DEPORTES, ENFANTS SAUVES: LES PETITS REFUGIES JUIFS DU GERS

CONTEXT: This Internee Admission Card shows that Ernst arrived on October 31, 1940, to the Gurs camp. Camp conditions had continued to
deteriorate in the months since Agnes, Flora, and Peter had escaped. Relief organizations warned of the impending winter. In December 1940 a
Belgian review board examined the status of “277 Belgians and foreigners domiciled in Belgium currently in the camp” and drew up a list of those
who might be eligible to be repatriated. Ernst was #8 on the list and based on Nazi language and criteria the following was written: “half-Aryan,”
“half-Aryan Protestant,” “non-Aryan atheist,” and “non-Aryan catholic.” He was not repatriated.

On December 19, 1940, Ernst, who was in Block A, in the infirmary in Barrack 3, again petitioned for release based on health. Finally, in part
because Agnes was employed and had a place for them to live, Ernst was issued a residence permit by the Prefecture in Gers —the department in
which Auch is located—and subsequently a release form dated March 1941. Because the release was month-to-month, it was extended by
officials in Gurs until December 1941, as indicated on the right-hand side of the image, after which his case was transferred to Fleurance in the
Gers department, essentially releasing Ernst from Gurs’ control.

[Note: Gers is a department in France where Auch is located. Gurs, on the other hand, was a detention/concentration camp in the Pyrénées-
Atlantiques department.]

Image and context from ENFANTS DEPORTES, ENFANTS SAUVES: LES PETITS REFUGIES JUIFS DU GERS [DEPORTED CHILDREN, SAVED CHILDREN:
THE YOUNG JEWISH REFUGEES IN GERS] are excerpted with permission of author, Gisele Polya-Somogyi.




