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NOTICE 

to German Na�onals 

and Foreigners of Undetermined but 

previously of German Na�onality 

_____________ 

 

     The General Commanding the 17th Region: 
     Germans and foreigners of undetermined na�onality, but of 
German origin, residing on the territory of the 17th Region, of male 
sex, on this date being between the ages of 17 and 56, are to 
report to the following assembly center: Stade Toulousain in 
Toulouse. 
     Those failing to comply with this order will be placed under 
arrest. 
     The foreigners referred to above may, at their own expense, 
take the train or any other means of public transport to report to 
the specified assembly center.  
     They must bring three days' worth of food and the necessary 
ea�ng utensils (fork, spoon, etc.). Their luggage must not weigh 
more than 30 kilos, food included. 
     The civil and military authori�es are responsible for carrying 
out these orders. ---- Signed: The Division General in charge of the 
17th Region: Michel. 
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CONTEXT: La Dèpěche, a French newspaper in the Gers Department where the town of Auch was located, posted a no�ce dated May 20, 1940, 
which predated the Vichy government. This no�ce was published days a�er the atack on Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg. The no�ce 
references “foreigners” and was not specifically an�-Jewish at this point.  When France surrendered to Germany on June 22, 1940, the 
collabora�onist Vichy government was formed in the south, the French “free” or “unoccupied zone,” led by aging Marshal Henri Philippe Pètain 
with Pierre Laval serving as ac�ng chief of government. Peter, his mother, Agnes, and grandmother, Flora, were considered “foreigners” or “enemy 
aliens” because they, like thousands of others, had fled from Belgium.  

Peter’s father, Ernst, who had been turned over to the French at the Belgian border, was at this �me on his way to the camp at Saint-Cyprien.  

Newspaper image and some context from ENFANTS DÉPORTÉS, ENFANTS SAUVÉS: LES PETITS RÉFUGIÉS JUIFS DU GERS [DEPORTED CHILDREN, 
SAVED CHILDREN: THE YOUNG JEWISH REFUGEES IN GERS] are excerpted with permission of author, Gisèle Polya-Somogyi. English transla�on 
and addi�onal context courtesy of Peter Feigl.  
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