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AUGUST 29, 1940: PETITION FOR ERNST FEIGL’S RELEASE FROM SAINT-CYPRIEN 
P. 29 ENFANTS DÉPORTÉS, ENFANTS SAUVÉS: LES PETITS RÉFUGIÉS JUIFS DU GERS 
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CONTEXT: While at Saint-Cyprien camp, Ernst was becoming increasingly and chronically ill. The camp, literally built on the sand, had no flooring, 
no running water, electricity, or sanitary facili�es and swarmed with insects. Typhus, lack of fresh water, and undernourishment took a great toll. 
Once she located Ernst, Agnes worked to secure his release. A pe��on hearing was held on August 29, 1940, to allow Ernst to be released on 
convalescence leave; in other words, in the current condi�ons, he likely had litle �me le�.  At that �me, the request was denied. At the top in 
the middle of the original ar�fact is the handwriten “Deferred German.” No�ce in the applica�on he wished to be released to the ’90 [sic, should 
be 50] bis rue Victor-Hugo’ address, which was the convent where Agnes and Peter first stayed when they arrived in Auch. The boxed  text (red if 
printed in color) at the botom of the translated document is the text crossed out on the original.  

Document and context from ENFANTS DÉPORTÉS, ENFANTS SAUVÉS: LES PETITS RÉFUGIÉS JUIFS DU GERS [DEPORTED CHILDREN, SAVED 
CHILDREN: THE YOUNG JEWISH REFUGEES IN GERS] are excerpted with permission of author, Gisèle Polya-Somogyi. English transla�on courtesy 
of Peter Feigl.  
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